






2 

Figure 2. Tourism & Consumer Services Industries as a Share of Economic Activity 
Washington Region, 2018 

Sources: Bureau of Economic Analysis; Bureau of Labor Statistics; American Community Survey; The Stephen S. 
Fuller Institute at the Schar School, GMU  

II. Downside Risks of a Worsened or Prolonged Pandemic

Semi-Shutdowns of Other Sectors 
A more severe or prolonged pandemic that lasts past July would deepen the productivity 
losses associated with the region’s professional firms, increase credit and financial 
constraints, and disrupt supply chains beyond the manufacturing and transportation sectors. 
As a result, the region’s Construction, Professional & Business Services, Financial Activities, 
and Non-Profit/Association sectors would materially reduce output. 

Income and Net Wealth Loss 
The pandemic’s immediate effects on net wealth have varied significantly by household but 
have thus far been isolated to Leisure & Hospitality, Retail and Consumer Service worker 
wages and stock/equity investments. In aggregate, these represent a small share of all 
disposable spending in the region and their loss or volatility is not likely to lead to changes in 
consumer demand after the pandemic is controlled. A longer pandemic would affect a larger 
share the region’s industries and their worker’s wages. As a result, post-pandemic consumer 
spending would not recover to its pre-pandemic level even after the health crisis is resolved. 

Consumer Sentiment 
If and when consumers return to the pre-pandemic spending will depend not only on how 
much income or wealth was lost but also on consumer sentiment. The pandemic, or the 
institutional response to it, may weaken consumer sentiment and result in a slower recovery. 
This is a more likely scenario if the pandemic worsens or lasts into the summer.  

Economic Bottlenecks 
The Washington region is less susceptible than other parts of the U.S. to the supply chain 
bottlenecks that have been caused by decreases in international manufacturing. However, 
economic bottlenecks from postponed activities will affect the region to some degree. The 
magnitude of these bottlenecks and how fast the region can catch-up from them will be 
determined by the length and severity of the pandemic.  
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Proposed Revenue Sources
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$1.0M
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$24.6M
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FY 2021 Potential E&G Revenue Sources
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Proposed FY 2021 Use of Funds
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Proposed FY 2021 E&G Overview (Revised)

*Funds needed for additional mandatory expenses and strategic investments.

Uses Include:
• Academic programs, mandatory costs, compensation, and strategic initiatives

Category Original 6 
Year Plan

Commonwealth 
Conference

Commonwealth 
Conference (w/ 

Tuition Moderation)

Post 
COVID-19

Sources $81.5 $58.0 $28.4 $33.6
Uses $81.5 $70.9 $70.9 $70.9
Funding Gap* $0.0 ($12.9) ($42.5) ($37.3)
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First Name: Last Name: Name of organization 

or group:

Affiliation w/ 

Mason:

Written comment:

Sara Deriso Transparent GMU, 

Partners for College 

Affordability and Public 

Trust

Alumni Hello members of the GMU Board of Visitors

My name is Sara Deriso and I graduated from George Mason in December of 2019 with a BA in Government and Political Communication. I am a member of Transparent GMU, Mason 4 Survivors, and I am a 

Student Coordinator with Partners for College Affordability and Public Trust. 

Today I am encouraging the Board of Visitors to freeze tuition for the FY of 2021. Mason is now receiving $4.6 million from the Commonwealth to freeze tuition. Students and their families are suffering immensely 

from the COVID-19 pandemic due to a number of circumstances. Students and parents are losing work and the economic consequences of this pandemic will impact my generation for years to come. 

I graduated from a few months ago, but I am now worried about finding employment in my field when the world enters an economic depression. Although I do not pay tuition anymore, I am encouraging the Board 

to help my friends and fellow peers at Mason from more financial hardship than what they are already facing. Freezing tuition would help so many students continue their education at Mason. 

Thank you for your time, 

Sara Deriso

Taylor Crosby Mason Student Raising the tuition and mandatory student fees for Fall 2020 counters the fact that GMU is refunding students for the Spring 2020 semester. It feels more like a ploy at regaining that money rather than improving 

the university. Has the board also considered the way this will effect students who have been forced out of work, or worse fallen ill, during this COVID-19 outbreak? If this outbreak continues like disease experts 

anticipate it could go well into June, leaving some students only two months of working before their tuition payments are due. If tuition and fees were raised, would the university consider a longer payment plan 

period for students who experienced a loss of work due to the outbreak to lower the financial stress? Overall, raising the tuition and fees for the Fall 2020 semester seems like it will place an undue financial 

hardship on students who are already facing unprecedented levels of stress. It is impossible to describe what it is like to be an undergraduate student at this moment in time, everything is uncertain and changing. 

As a university that boasts itself as focused on well being and focused on its students, I believe Mason should consider how devastating this would be to parts of the student body.

Kailyn DeGraeve Mason Student We just had a tuition increase recently. As an out of state student with no help from family, this will kill my chances to continue college at mason. I already can barely afford it, increasing for out of state students 

makes it so much harder for us to want to come back to Mason.

Sophia Diana Mason Student At the beginning of the year GMU decided to change its policy so we were paying by credit once we went over 15 credits for the semester. This was already an issue for many students as GMU is an expensive 

university to attend. GMU students pay more than most public universities require, my out of state per credit cost is more expensive than most as well. To increase tuition would be detrimental to majority of the 

students on campus. On top of that, we are in the middle of a pandemic. Many students are displaced or have lost their jobs. Many of their parents are in similar situations. To increase tuition during this time is a 

major slap in the face to the students here and I am very disappointed in hearing the news that this is being considered

Kara Gerlek Mason Student I feel strongly that the university should focus on innovations that reduce cost instead of increasing tuition. For example, to what extent could costs be reduced by leveraging the distance learning capacity 

developed during the COVID crisis?

Caitlin Schiavoni Mason Student I live in Washington, DC and still have to pay out of state tuition to go to Mason. It is already way too expensive for me and I already have thousands in debt in student loans. Additionally, with the current public 

health crisis, we have lost the majority of our income, likely for months, so if you raise tuition it will be even harder for me to pay for school. It's a shame someone living 45 minutes away from campus has to pay 

thousands upon thousands for education at a public university. Please don't make it worse than it already is.

taylor hampton Mason Student I do not believe now is the time to increase fees/tuition. Considering the world unemployment has reach 3.3MILLION, due to COVID-19. Millions of people days are filled with anxiety and not knowing how they're 

going to pay their bills or where their next meal is going to come from, and now is not the time to add stress to an already stressful situation. Truthfully I cannot believe during an WORLD PANDEMIC raising 

tuition/fees was even a thought or inkling to begin with!

Isabel Pedro Mason Student George Mason University should not raise tuition for the upcoming academic year. Due to the COVID outbreak, many students have been put out of work without severance pay or any sort of compensation, and 

are struggling just to survive on a day-to-day basis with what they have saved

Caitlin Schiavoni Mason Student I pay out of state tuition as a DC resident and today found out the university won't even correctly refund me for my Shenandoah parking pass, and you all think it's a good idea talking about tuition raises? 

Despicable. It's a global health pandemic, some of us lost jobs, facing massive financial uncertainty and someone decided this is the time to discuss tuition raises?! Wow. Ashamed to be a Mason student right 

now.

Fiona Husch Mason Student It is reprehensible that a tuition hike would be considered at this time. With thousands laid off, furloughed, or otherwise without work currently a tuition increase would force prospective and continuing college 

students to take out even larger student loans. That’s even assuming that they can get private loans while being unable to provide proof of employment. To even suggest raising tuition proves that the BOV 

continues to care nothing for the GMU students.

Kolachi Oparanozie Mason Student As a out of state Mason Student, I am concern about why we are increasing the tuition in the first place? If you all are going to increase the tuition, will there be more scholarships and grant programs available for 

out-of-state students in particular? I am concerned because majority of mason students are either out- of- state or international students. Given the current situation at hand, I was wondering if Mason could really 

reconsider this idea. Just last year we were hit with higher prices for taking 16+ credit courses. In some cases students do not have the option but to take 16+ credit courses to graduate on time.

Ashley Stewart GMU Community 

Response Network

Mason Student I'm a full time student who was recently laid off from my part-time job and my parents now have to financially support me so I'm able to pay my bills and buy food. When I heard that the BOV was considering a 

tuition increase, I thought it was a joke, but to my dismay it was not. 

American society is approaching a near guaranteed economic recession and the majority of families can barely afford tuition now. Their ability to afford higher education is likely to decrease in the coming months. 

I'm privileged enough to come from a middle-class family and both of my parents are still able to work. However, not all Mason students are as fortunate as I am and their families have had to deal with partial or 

total loss of income. My mother also works at a hospital that is running Covid-19 test centers and I worry every day her likelihood of surviving the virus should she get exposed. Other Mason students might have to 

deal with the loss of a loved one in the coming months or multiple if they aren't currently experiencing it. 

My family and many others cannot financially afford a tuition increase. In all honesty, even discussing the possibility of a tuition increase is an insult to Mason students. If the decision is made to increase tuition, it 

would be made in complete disregard to the well-being of students. 

Please, I ask you to be empathetic to the plight of students and vote against a tuition increase. Show compassion in light of a global pandemic, Mason students shouldn’t have to fight for affordable tuition while 

they’re quite literally fighting for their lives. 

Adriana Jaramillo Mason Student It is extremely unfair to raise tuition given the circumstances that have occurred this past month. Many students work part time to cover cost of tuition and with this pandemic many have lost their jobs.

George Mason University Board of Visitors

April 2, 2020 Public Comment Session - Written Comments
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George Mason University Board of Visitors

April 2, 2020 Public Comment Session - Written Comments

Karmen Perry Mason Student I feel that it is irresponsible and unnecessary to raise tuition for George Mason students, particularly in the time of a pandemic that has forced millions of Americans and hundreds of Patriots out of their jobs that 

they use to pay for the quality education we receive at this institution.

Erica Harp Mason Student The COVID-19 pandemic has brought an unprecedented amount of financial instability to almost every American. Many Mason students work either full or part-time, and thousands have recently lost their jobs. As 

an institution, how can we ensure that students can continue their education without going into poverty or debt? I believe the answer is obvious: Do not raise tuition.

Shelby Stebbins Mason Student Increasing tuition, the year after a change to credit overload policy, during a global crisis and economic recession is appalling. If something like this would happen I would not return to Mason

Jean Thoensen Mason Student Tuition should not be raised for the 2020-2021 academic year. The Mason community is currently suffering through the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic, and thousands of students are in dire financial straits. 

The fall semester may be disrupted by the virus, sending us back into online classes that we didn't choose. This is not the time to seek higher tuition; it is the time to massively increase financial aid.

Lilianna Deveneau Mason Student

I lived in Virginia for two years before getting accepted to GMU. However, due to failures in the financial aid office, I was not granted the in-state tuition status until two weeks after tuition was due. As a result, I was 

charged an out-of-state amount I could not afford. Because of this, I had to defer enrollment by a semester. Not only did this put me behind my peers and make me a newcomer in a cohort that begins together in 

the fall, this also added an additional semester to my graduation time; rather than completing my degree in 2 years, it will be taking me 2 1/2. That, of course, adds a lot to my cost of education. Increasing the cost 

of graduate (and undergraduate) courses, especially given the fact that over 1/3 of the global population is currently in quarantine and unable to work for at least months, I feel is irresponsible for all those trying to 

obtain a quality education to make their dreams come true. Adding another layer of expense, particularly amidst such uncertainty regarding the economy, will certainly deter students from attending GMU and 

cause additional barriers, as it did for me. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Kayla Motley Mason Student
I do not think George Mason University should increase Tuition or fees. If anything, they need to reduce the cost because there are millions of people without jobs right now,

like myself and we do not know when we will be able to get a job.

Anonymous Anonymous Community Member
If you don’t lower tuition rates to community college levels, I’m going to get everyone to sue GMU for everything it’s got. Allow students to take exam at home unmonitored and allow student to retake exams. Just 

because you’re a professor at GMU making money doesn’t mean you have the right to make students lives living hells! There’s more important things than college life.

Alaa Houalla Mason Student

Hello,

Since the campus buildings are closed and activities canceles for rest of semester, are we eligible to get a refund for the Mandatory Student Fee?

Thanks.

Medha Bhati Mason Student

Subject: Lower the Cost of Tuition For Online Classes

Hello,

As you know, the entire university and countless other universities worldwide have transitioned to online classes. I myself, as an F1 student living in Virginia with my family, who has to pay higher fees than 

everyone else who lives in-state, is worried about the proposition to increase the tuition rates due to the fact that we are already struggling a bit to pay for my school fees.

Since the variety of on-campus resources has halted, including on-campus jobs (which I was looking forward to in order to get some more job experience and a bit of extra income) and the fact that online classes 

do not offer the same sense of authenticity and reliability as real-world classes, I wish to take action to reach out and express my discontent for the proposition for tuition increase that you guys proposed after the 

COVID-19 pandemic crisis.

I hope that they will vote on lowered costs of tuition in order to lessen the stress, anxiety, and frustration that me and plenty of other students have been facing while dealing with this crisis while also taking in mind 

the unemployment status of F1 students like myself and other students who have lost their jobs, with only their family members or friends to support them financially throughout their education. 

Since I will be graduating in May 2021, I want my semester's out-of-state tuition fees that my father (who works two jobs) has to pay (who also pays for my sister's college fees in Virginia) to be lower or at least a 

reasonable price rate.

Thanks for taking this message into consideration.

Kindly, 

Medha Bhati

Bethany Letiecq

Mason Faculty or 

Staff
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on tuition policy. I strongly support a tuition freeze given the current hardships facing Mason students and families. We must continue to advocate for state reinvestment 

in GMU. A public higher education should be affordable. Thank you for all you do to serve our students. And we must do more now to invest in them.
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